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THE 



GRAND PIRATE- 

Or the L I F E and DEATH of 

Captain GEORGE CUSACK. 

tenained with Accounts oflfigA- 
^^ ^|T j ^^p fo'^th" Sca ' Rl ' i ' ! ' eri tang 
^^^^^^^^^^ tnat avowedly drive this infam- 

and Jj^do, oronthepretenee 
ox a Lommitfion from -ibme Prince engaged in a War 
with his Neighbours , therefore it is hopedthat the fol- 
lowing Account (hall be received and read generally 
fince it contains Tome of the paflages of the niolt (igfral 
Sea-fiubbcr,.tbat pe rhaps this Age hath known, whoeft- . 
couragd with fucceG, did with a moll daring boldrfefs, 
drive that curted Trade for 35 yean, and dot daunted 
A a with , 



with one mUfortune,continued and improved in his vil- 
lainous courle of life, till at length this Captain George 
Cufack. (for that was liisname) was taken, and being 
found guilty ofunparal!eU"dCrmies,was puttodeath at 
the Execution Dock on Monday the Eighteenth of Ja- 
mtary, 1674.. according to the Sentence paft upon him. 

G forge Cufack.Son to one Mr. Cufich\ of Gratiflomn 
in the County of Uaft-Mcatk in Ireland, was bred 
a Scholar and a Roman Catholick, and was difpofed by 
his Parents for a 'Fryer, but the wildnefs of his youth 
not agreeing with a Religious Life, made him firft rob 
his neareft Kinfman Mr. BencdiB Arthur of Sixty pounds 
and his Watch within two Miles of Dublin in the year 
53 ; aftet which he went to ferve as a private Souldier 
landers, but the (eveiity of that Dilcipline not a- 
g-rccing with his loofer temper, ftcrfid betakt flimfelf 
to Sea-Service in fcvcral Privateers, where he continu- 
ed for fame timcin a private capacity ; but after frequent 
removals, his firft Kift was to the degree of a Gunners 
Mate aboard of Captain North, in a VoyagetoGw/wne^ 
where being'very mutinous, and ufiial punifhmentsrtot 
being able to keep him in ordet, hts Capraiii put hirii 
aboard the Gift Frigate, Ca^izmRejitoldi Commander, 
in whom lie fayled to Barbddoesi, and after his return 
entred him{elfaMidlhip-manaboar4SirE(/n'jr(iJp(-ii«e.- 
by whom being employed, as a Prcfs-Maftcr in the for- 
mer Dutch War, amongft many others he preftoncthat 
was in the liands of the Bayliffs, taken by them upon 
Execution, and carried him clear away; for which and 
for being a grand Mutineer, he was afterward ieized, 
and committed 3 Prilbncr to the Marjimljiy for fomc 
moneths. 'ronit 'fi'orn t riflw bit ■. ■ • 

But at hilt being fet at liberty, and having refolutions 
thi*t - a A 'V^'vSSh 



it 

io rai'fe himfelf by any finilrerwaye's, and determining 
to furprizc and '.tun away- with the firftgood Ship he 
■ctmld get employment in, it lb happened, that in the 
year 1668. being at Cadiz in Spain, he was entertained 
'asGuriner aboard the Hopemll oiTangier, CaptainLiw- 
btri Bartholomew Wtktrs Commander, a Veflel ofabout 
J^o'. Turfs, and 34- Guns, bound (sataTaagier to fir- 
ami richly laden, who fayling from Cadiz the ft- 
cond of September, andthe next day fpringing a Leak, 
thereupon by the general opinion of Officers aboard, 
it was thought belt to put in at the Grand Canardes to 
ftop it, where meeting with contrary winds, they con- 
irrained them to make more Southerly. Upon the Eighth 
of OrfftiTFoIlowingatOncofthc Clock in the Morning, 
"being in 24 Degrees and about 40 Minutes Northern 
rLatitude, and about 320 Englilh Leagues Weftward 
from Ttne,< the faid Gra^e Cufaih,, with one Richard 
-P.irjlorr, onebfthe Mates or Pilots, and levcral others 
of their Confederates, having privately armed them- 
■fthres, fell upon the Watches, and by violence ftized 
the laid Captain Lambert, Thomas Pcmer Merchant and 
'Supercargo' of the faid Veflel, Daniel Gilfon chief Mate, 
mgether-with the Boatfwain, Carpenter, Butler, and fe- 
deral others, having firft through the great Cab bin door 
(hot the Cabbin-Boy through the Thigh, andtheCar- 
penteruponthe Deck through the Buttock, whom they 
aho- wounded intheAmii together with the. Boatfwain. 
all whom this C«/^/[ComriHnued unto theRouud-houfe, 
placing Guardsover them, .'where they apprehended e- 
very minute to be murdered and thrown over-board s 
at hit he hawled out the fmall Boat of tht Shipi an d by 
violence forced into the Boat Captain Lambert,, with 
the chief Mate, the ■ wounded. Carpenter, the Butler 
with three Seamen more-, whom he expoled to the mer- 



eyof theOcean, denying them the Long-boat, though 
they begged it upon their knees, without giving any 
rcsfbn for fb inhumane an aft ion, or having any pro- 
vocation thereunto. 

The laid 3TWm* Pewtr being commanded out of the 
Round-houfe with the reft, obferving the faid Cufit^ 
to bethe principal Confpirator, defired to (peak a few 
words with him beforehc wasputoff, who replied, Gc4 
dtnuue, whtt jauLne teftip, jay qukk)y; whereupon the 
fhid Power defired him ro Piftoi him there, rather than 
to cxpolchim iodic mercy of the Sea, for he had rather 
dye a iiiddcn death, than a certain lingering one, but 
withall told him, lie concciv'd he had a better way for 
the laVing of his life, for a day or two might be of ufe 
to him rill he had taken an accompt of the Ships Cargo,& 
how (he was ftored with Water and Provifion, which 
having done, hemiglit Piitol him^ or throw him over- 
board atplealurc. Upon which thefaid Cufick. forth- 
with commanded the &ii& P.ower into the. great Cabbin, 
under the command of two Mufcjuetier^, ftraitly char- 
ping them upon pain of death to funot him if he fpokc 
toany man. The Boat being fired at by afinall ihot out 
of theGun-roombyonc£A»*jri!fl«"r7,ar]dforcedaway, 
Cxfaek - together with Bazlrw, tha lame day broke open 
Captain Lambert's Chefts, and there divided betwixt, 
them all the Goods and Money in equal proportion , 
together with all the things of value belonging ito Cap- 
tain L>^rrt4nithe gteit.Cabbinj dedafuig their refo- 
hition of running away with the.- Ship^ano Cargo, and 
of taking orlinkingall Steps or Veflebthoy ihould meet 
with belonging to any Natron, Englift, duly excepted; 
pimiifing.to perfoas aboardlthat-joyned with them, 
theii! prj^orrion..and fhares of the .Ship and Cargo ; to- 
gether with'a]> other £bipa tbey (hould after wardi take 
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or furprize, according to the Lawesof Pletoa: to.iriiich 
end he ordered to be drawn up hi Writing an Obliga- 
tion to himfelf as Captain, andthe(aidPtfr/?OTasLicu- 
tenant, emreftingtheRefcJationsc^thcSubfcribersup- 
on their Oaths to lhre and die with them in this their 
prefent defign , to which there fbbfcribed one Thomas 
Carre aTias RJchardfin, formerly Gunners Mate, whom 
he now made Mafter} one Nathanael Eftan alias Brian, 
whom he made Matters Mate, Mofei White made Baat- 
fwak} thirteen. Servants (who all voluntarily entered 
thcmfclvcs upori the faid Voyage for Virginia) togetbi-r 
with moft of the Seamen, many of them not daring to 
refute. The pcrfbns names not fiibicribing nor content- 
ing being John Sanmelthe former Boatfwain, fore woun- 
ded; Jacob Atmr^theChirurgion, Leonard ComcUy 
the Carpenters Mate, Jacob Cmictly the chief Boy, wirh 
three other Cabbin Boys, aiiABenjamin Wiihius farvant 
to the faid Thomas Power. All whom they Forced along 
with them. The perfbns unwillingly or conftrained- 
ly fubferibing the Writings were, Thomas Wildfmith, 
Serjeant Andrew Mattel, and one Clark_o( Tangier Sea- 
men. After theTeizUte' of the Ship he pofiefled himfeif 
of all Lettersand Writings relating to the Voyage, as 
well belonging to Captain Lambert, as alto thole tnthe 
poflHGon of Thomm Power., except three Papers onely 
which Power hath concealed and refcrved, almoft all 
which he threw over board, left any >of them (hould 
dilcover his Piratical proceedings, and could not be perr 
fwaded to lave a great large Bible that conitantly lay 
upon the great Cabbin Table, from the mercy of the 
Waves, which' Whilesfbmc of hisownCrewendeavour- 
ed to perfwade him tb, he replyed, Tm Cowards, what, 
Auyou think, to go io Heaven and do jitcb Adions as thefi ? 
ifoJmiUmakf yon Officers in Hell under me } and with that 
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1 tewtheBM«».utlh. f stcatC > bbm,iunuo«', laying 

Geltali? myDhimty, *M *««»,* W* 7'', 
Upon which he prefentjy altered hn Courfcand litS.iyl 
for G»,™>, intending there toconvcrrthc Cargo into 
Golds in ten days tune he run into .fourteen Degrees 
and it half of Northern Lariindc, but not berng able ro 
find theC.fi d, Vtrit IJtmds, and bang ignorant whe- 
rher he was to Windward or Leeward of any of diem, 
and not having above a months Sclk* Mcr, he dttcr- 
mined to Sayle full Weft, in hopes cirhcr ot falling in 
withfomeof'ihe Iflands, or at word i.iliavc. ,hc advan- 
tage- of a Trade Wind fin BirWner, where he art, ved 
diefoutthofiVrafci-foUowingi during thispailage, 
asalfo before, he often follicitef'B™ Anm-Mclofc 
withhimin his deftgn, profenng l.im not only his own 
goods, buntliemoyety rf the Cargo beftdes, -vvhich 
WrehrCng,wrougkinaM&ch«,ealoul,eofIum 
hetghoied with rhe difcontents of hrs Confederates that 
,e was daily, opefted when (» (hould be murdered, 
and thrown over-board,, being judged rhe only perion 
that was in a capacity of discovering th, ,r pnarical pm 
ccedings. The Boat with leven men forced ro Sea be- 
ing concluded without fail loft, this merry Crew of- 
ten drunk to them in Hell , though, indeed they had 
more teafon to conclude it nearer ro thenrlclvcs , 
which rhey were far enough from having any appre- 
henfion of, witnefi their daily Song, and .Tryu drunken 
bouts, which wan 

HANG firrm, (r» ajl m rare, 
Then md J, M .:U mijl ff/f, 



The Bellfmllrin^ the Clark faB fa, 
The Good old Wife Jl>alt Hindus. 
The Sexton Jball lay our Bodies in Clay 
Where the Devil in Hellfiall find us. 

In this paflage (he efpied a Sayl to Windward, to 
whom (he gave chafe fome hours, fuppofing it to be ti 
Portuguize from Brazile, whom they intended to make 
a prize of, but were out-fayled by her, before their ar- 
rival at Barbadoe/, where they determined to touch and 
fell for ready money, asmuchof the Cargo as they could, 
as alio to carry as many men as they could get. Tlrcy 
forced Poaer to draw up (cvcral Articles of their own 
dictating, to prevent the difcoveryof the Veflcl, which 
they had likewife altered all they could, and now cal- 
led her the Valiant Prince, pretending her to belong to 
Dublin, from whence the was freighted to Cadiz, laden 
with Ioofc Pipe-ftavet^&c. by Ci/fiib., Barfliew, and o- 
thers; and that there (he inverted the produce of her 
Goods in the preicnt Cargo aboard, and was bound 
for Jamaica, and (b back for Dublin:, and that (he hath 
loft her Boar at Sea in foul weather with feven mcninit; 
when lhe fprung a Leak, that (he touch't there to take 
in frefh Water, and to flop her Leak only: which pre- 
tences being proclaimed at the Main-maft, it was decla- 
red prcfent Death to every man that gave out other- 
wife; with Order to fa yl forthwith. 

At Carlefo Bay the Fourth of November, they fainted 
the Fort with leven Guns, who returned one: without 
touching, theykeep their Courfe for Speight Bay, where 
they hoped to Treat with more privacy and fecurity; 
but before they arrived there, a Sloop with the Kings 
Jack and Ancient out, was making after them s Cujkc% 
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VeiTel lay by for her, and upon her coming up, invited 
herBoat aboard, who examined Cufack whence he was, 
and whither bound , who anfwered as formerly agreed 
on. The Boat left one Thouxts fox aboard to bring him 
to an Anchorin5fC'/i/j>/B.fr, whoimmediarclyacquain- 
ted Opr/Lwith rhe EtfL- arrival of the Boat, & the (even 
men in her that, he pretended he had loft at Sea, and 
that if he rouch't there,, my Lord Wilh^hby would pre- 
fently leizchim; that Ciiptain himbcrt had acquainted 
my Lord vyith all particulars; and that there was a 
Privateer letting out, that was ordered to purfuc and 
retake him; that the faid Fox knew his defigu, and re- 
lieved to live and die with him. Upon which Informa- 
tion Qifick called for a Piftol, and alto P*rfim- fired at 
the fmall Boat of the Sloop, but neither going off, the 
Sloop ftccrctl away, which Ciifak. repented he had not 
either funk, or foicibly carried away with him. 

From thence he immediately rcfolved for Mtrtinico 
a French Ifland, and about eleven a Clock rhe lame 
night he was overtaken by a fmall Vcilcl manned out 
by my Lord WilhagUy ; who being to Windward,and 
within Hot of Cufak, he- fired about eleven Guns at 
her; upon which the Vcfiel immediately tacked and 
returned without firing a Gun ; the next Day being 1 
betwixt S.ihQ'I Lucia* arid Murtmeo , and being be- 
calmed towards the Evening, he efpied a Katch plys- 
iug to Windward, which he made towards all he could, 
but night coming on, he haled out and manned his 
LongJJoat with twelve men, whom he doubly armed,, 
and commanded them to Board and take her whado- 
ever (he was; rhe Long-Boat haling her, received this 
account, That fhe belonged to Flujlnirg, and was bound' 
to Sirenam, anddelired them to keepoff; upon which, 
they duill not attempt her:, but Cnfack.bf this time 
coming 
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coming up (the Katch not altering her Coutfe) haiies 
her himfclf, being within Mnfquet foot, and commands 
her to Strike, otherwife he would fink her; but recei- 
ving no anfwer, he fired about ten Cum at her, befides 
fome Small-foot, Thinking himlelf fure of bet} but in 
halfart hours time fhegot the Windward and efcaped j 
hut what damage is uncertain. 

■ The Eighth of November being W«, by break of 
day, With the King's fcfc flM Mm out he came to 
an Anchor, beiwixttbe Town ofMmhiko and Cwkat 
.giving himftlf out for a Mw of War, bound from Lfir 
dm-tojama/c*) that he intended to touch at, but had 
milled ZWW^and wanting Water and Wood touch- 
ed there to fupply himfelf, which all the men aboard 
were then to give out upon pain of Death. With thefe 
pretences be Tent his Bost afbore to the Fort, in which 
returned aboard with him one Mr. Blake an Engljlh- 
man, pretending rijmfelfe an Interpreter, with" two 
EnglHfi-raen mure, and fome French, who acquainted 
him, that the Covernour was at Cirbat at Church; and 
That it wasborh ciiltomajy for others, and would bene- 
ccflary for him to kifs his hands; affuring him of all 



Church being near the Sea-fide, and their Service then 
ended, the Governor Monfcr la- Bier (with- many fol- 
lowers) meets Cufic, whodifcourfedwith hminJW: 
Sewr it leems conceiving there was then before him a 
molt fit Opportunity, not only to difcovcr the piratical 
proceedings oi Cfak, but to recover t i, t wilel and 
Cargo, and bring the Pirates tocondigne pumlhmenr. 




fair accommodation there. Upon their importunity to 
gcthcr with the invitation of the Captain of the Guard 



B 



acquaints 
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acquaints the Governour with the (urn and (ubftancc of 
what has been here related touching the Ship in the pre* 
fence of Citfack> which was interpreted to him by the 
■ Black in the preienceand hearing of two or three En- 
glifh-men more and many French, defiring the Gover- 
nour that he would fecure Ciifack, with theEoa-ts Crew 
(whoallalledged their Vcflela Man ojWar, and Power 
only a Pallenger, whom they were to ddivcrat Jamai- 
ca, to which they were all ready to give their Oaths ) 
Porcer profering to make good the Truth of his accula- 
rion with his Lire, and for the better (atisfaftion of the 
Governor, then produced the Orders and Inftruftionsof 
his Principals, together with his Letter of Attorney,aud 
Captain Lanbert's General Bill of Lading, figned with 
his own hand, ("which Papers, it feems, Power had pri- 
vately (ecu red) defiring they might be read; butMw- 
fiear la Bier would neither fuffcr them to be read, nor 
fecure Ch/^, nor protect /W«, nor fend for other Tc- 
Itimonies from aboard, though he was carneftly entrea- 
ted to do it; onlyordered Pomerro draw up in writing 
what he had to charge Cvfaek. with, and he would give 
him a farther hearing: Power not being believed, and 
being forced to fhirr for himftlf, Cufickjw'tth what men 
he could getmakes hafteaboardj and notdaring toltay 
to weigh his Anchor, cuts his Cable the fame night, and 
ftands off to Sea, and the next Morning early lends his 
Boat afhore doubly arm'd to Leeward of the Town , 
and Waters and Woods by force, or at leafl by private 
connivence. 

From thence he makes for Moitrrtferrat, where he and 
the reftof his Confederates beingunder the fen fe of their 
own guilt, and knowing tbermelves fully difcovered;. 
endeavoured to piece up a kind of agreement with the 
Covernoiir Colonel Stafleimi, but not daring to "txuft 
them- 



themfclves under his power, and beinginformed that my 
Lord Willoiighiy was then upon his way for England, ami 
intended to vifit and ftrengthen the Leeward Wands in 
hispaflage, he withdrew himfelf to a fmall Mand called 
AnguM,!, where the Govern pur Captain Henri (being 
informed of their villany, by thedilpcried intelligence of 
Panvr) upon his coming atliort !ti/td lumand nisBoats 
Crew, the particulars whereof you have here expofed to 
your pcruial as it was taken out of Cnfackfov/n Journal, 
under hisown hand-writing, by which you may not only 
dilcovcrthe nature of the man, hut from rhencc experi- 
ence how ctiftom in fin begets inlome men an opinion 
ofthehwfulncfs of their aftions, though never lb crimi- 
nal, villainous or injurious. 

Dicembtrxhcytb. 1(568. Iwcnrafhorc, fayshc, with 
five men to Iookafter fix menthatmnn'd from the Ship, 
andfbme fivcmiles in the Country after Idrunk a little 
Melby at Captain Hews, one Roeb conies in and told me 
that two Dutchmen run away with the Boar, and hear- 
ing thislarole to go away, and ftcpt lbme40or50 paces 
from the Houli', they told me if Iwentanyfurtherlwas 
a dead man, then I did fappofe I was betrayed; then, 
cameonefiiddenlyandproferedto lay holdon me, think- 
ing that I had nothing but my Cane, with that Jpull'd 
outa Pocket Piftol and bid himftandofF; andlbcame 
through twoof their ambuftics, meeting in my way one 
of their Lieutenants, called Lieutenant -Dotm-^t whom I 
truft in amongft the reft of his conlorts in the wood,, 
and lb going along until my wearied leggs mining the 
path-way were forced into the woods, wnerethcy were 
fiifficientlytorn, till at laft being very dry withfuch un- 
fatiabfe thirft, Ifound a puddle of rainwater which con- 
tained to the value of a pint betwixt two Rocks, Owing, 
to every, one hisportioDi we marched further, and being 
troubled. 



c«o 

troubled with iheformcr thrift, wefpied aHoulcin the 
wildernefs b'utthe place a little plainer, where 1 efpicd a 
woman big with child, fearing to fright the woman we 
asked For tome water which ihetendred to us at our re- 
(]ucft,and withall ta king notice of our wearjed limbs to 
be Icarce able to fu (lain our bodies treated me with acivil 
entertain merit in her houfe, which was a Cup of cold 
water, being at that prcfent more welcome to me than 
Cold, there I Hayed for two hours to revive my thirfty 
foul which breathed for air, after this little (pace of time 
comes onejekn Afrr/^rfA.andoncfW/t^bothMcrehants 
who courted me to yield upon terms, and deliver my 
Sword and Piftolstothem, andthe Govcrnour Ihoulddo 
the lame, to which Idid give confent being unable tolive 
in thofefolitary and rather venemoui woods, where Afo- 
lriags 6c JUif/t-Wfrjfting'dusas bad as (K»Jpj,thcn honour 
was forced to yield to iinwonrhincft. foias aflbonas the 
Governor (or rather a Swine driver) had fpied my Rawer 
inone of thole Genrlemenshands he forced him to deli- 
ver niyB-apierandPiftoIs, and this finilhed, t ill the next 
day following he lummonned meagaii% and I delivered 
my (elf up upon conditions that I ihould have all my 
cloarhes and moneys belonging iuito me in the Ship. But 
what cpuld I expect of :i rebellious and unworthy B*n- 
didtt which never did familiar himfelf with men, but 
with wild goatsinthofe woods.heleft me with one (iite of 
cloaths and oneflvirtto my back, continuing among 
thofe Satyrs from the eighth day to the fiftccrirh,K> requite 
my former fcindneB fent up with me two more, the Boat- 
fwain and another, all three ib Irons, down a'Shallops 
hold, denyingme only to breath in the Hutch-way, as if 
that Ihad perpetrated the greatcft. murder in the' world, 
which wasa great vexation to my Spirit, which with great 
courage being never infcriour to any, overcame this 
villainous aiiioo with patience. It 



• ..'<fW . '■' •' ,! 

It vonUbe too tedious to infer! here the htxmk. tl"t W<fc 
made of the Ship and Cargo andSteres, vitbtke hard 
ufage of Captain Lambert, and the Supercargo Power, 
thedeftgnofthk Paper being only to pitrfic the life and 
aBiow oj Cufcck ichofrom hence wm ferst up in Iroiu to 
hmbadoXiritrcbeing committed to the MirjlisLt Ck- 
fiody, and afteiirarditoil:cCamnioii-GojlJ,r withjcr 
teral other Felons broke Prifilt,. andfeiwrig upon on 
empty Boat ventured to Sea, and touching at an In- 
dian [fland or tir» to rcfrcfi themfikts got claim to 

. Tartodos .(French fllind, irbcrebcing arrived he met 
mth an opportunity offurpriziirg another Shiplo a grea- 
ter valac, thePartkularsivhereofyouhaveiisfoUorpetk 

A Frigatofaso Tunsand aSGuns mounted, called 
the Saint Jofiplt, belonging to David Gcdfry of Lisbon 
Merchant, andothers his par triers then rt liding at fiwW, 
being laden with CampeachWoad, Varcnm Tobacco, Coco, 
and other Merchandize to the value of 25000 pieces 
of Eight,whercof2ocoo were in ready muney,and being 
ready toiail in the Month of March 1669. whereof one 
Peler Afdel was Captain, and Stephen Goliard Merchant 
or Supercargo $ who confideringthe hazard the Sjripand 
Cargo might run by the Spanijb Men of Warm thofe parts, 
who make prize of all Ships but their own betwixt the 
Tropic^, thoughritconvenientforche better feenrity of 
theShtp'to ftrengthenhcr with as many men as they could 
conveniendy get,and jmongft many others unfortunately 
receivedaboardGtw£cC«/Ji'iiLand his Fellows, who ha- 
ving now.beenufcd and pretty well experimented, in the 
Tracicof furpriziug, and having before-hand contrived 
and agreed upon-t licit defigned rrcichery-theFnltof A- 
^v/folLwing being the fame night oftheir departure, mey 



fell upon the Matter and Merchant, and the reft of the 
French aboard being 27m number, whom ha ving matte- 
red and fecured in the Hold, they immediately let Sayl 
for Carthaginc, and there cxpofed them to the mercy of 
the Spaniards their lore enemies without any relief or 
maintenance in a molt miferable condition, where they 
remained 17 Months in dole Jrorrifonment 5 he and his 
fbllowersin the mean time ma king for A t o»-£»^/jh J, con- 
clude they might now pafs with more fecurity and out of 
fearofdifeovery,the proprietors beinginnocondition to 
purfucthem or dilperfe Intelligence concerning the fact; 
during this paflagewe may reafonably conclude thcircar- 
riagc and behaviour wasnotmuch differentfromthat of 
their former, if weconfider only the new name they gave 
the ftcond Piratical piuchaie, calling her now by the 
nameofthe Flying Devil, as indeed frie might be fo term- 
ed, ns having none but Devils aboard her; however 
though the wind that fills Pyrats Sayls does in no cale 
juftihetheir actions, they ftiortly after arrived fafely up- 
on theCoaftsof AVip-E»j/.iW, where tnalhorttiraethey 
dirpofed of the Cargo of their Veflel, and afterwards 
burntthe Hul!,aswilfappearmorcparticu!arIy bytheen- 
fuing Letter from thence. 



Bofton, N.E. Dccemb. 23. 1673. 
Afr. GEORGE NEVIL, 

SIR, Tours by Afr.Tirry Ireceived, andjhould have- 
been glad without the recommendation of out Kinfman. 
uponthat townon account ofCourtefe and ajjijtanct, that the 
courfe ofCommercn and obligations of humanity it due to 
fhtngeri to have oppertimhies and means to how anfwered. 

yovr 
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yourrequefi^ but at I was at&ochdnhen th* PyratCu&tM. 
came into thefc parts, fo 1 cannot particularly acquaint yon 
withhk negotiations here $ but (ince my return Ixmebyprsai- 
rations from Mr. BoIIereao an Agent from Roche!, / haze 
been put open enquiryafier the concernment you recommended 
tome, and find that the Jurifdiclion under which 1 live, viz. 
the Colonic, never countenanced the importation of 'any of his 
Commodities, hit upon penalty of forfeiture interdiSed tie 
fame, however fame of the inhabitants of this place, andperfens 
of confiderailciutercfi and efiates concerned tlemfehes with 
the perfon that purchafed the Cargo, andbwded and dijpojed 
of the fame in the Colonie of New-Plimimth , and alfo 
made pin-chafe of the Ship, and in exchange fur/iifbed the Pj - 
rate reith a fmallvcffelor two to tranfport luinfclfo- Comrades, 
and upon confederation that the Fngat reas not worth felting 
to Sea or not worthy to drink any other water, ttc Artillerj , 
Ammunition, S.ijles and Furnitures beius, femrcd they bm-rt 
tlxboltom. liwderfland ll.it lit common people OfthitCo- 



thof that intereftedlhmfeh es, aljothat the authority refer/led 
the fame, and took_ feeurity from one Dominick Bodkin an 
Info man, the principal torreffondent with Culack , to refpond 
the claims of fuchas were concerned hi the faidShip,aiidfboatd 
in a year and a day profecutetke fame; -but the ftidterm be- 
ing elapfed and no demand made, his Bonds became v oid, and 
hebythe improving of what his profit was there , isbecowevc- 
ry conftderable, sndthis year hath been here with xieryritfi 
Cargo ; and hadthe order you intimate r.xt him, it might pojf;- 
bly have prevailed for fome competent fatisfaBion ; the-Magi- 
flratesand People hearing a general difflacency agaiiijl thofe 
that were concerned, hul him in particular, as being the only mid 
immediate Agent ; he is gone heniefbrVirefnia'axd thence it 
intended forFhndeis,with at leajia ioooHof,sSeadsof To- 
bacco in two Ships upon hh imployment ; and in regard hit 
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jkecefiere kuthbcenfo good, 'th probable he may come litre a- 
gain. Htitby your felf or friends may kptm hare togoverti 
their exptUatiotis, and wherein I may ferveyou or them Jjball 
be ready fa affureyon lam 

Your faithful friend and fervant; 

RkbordWharbm. 

Cuf*ck_ having thus altered the property both of VcC- 
feland goods, and being no doubt rlcnotufljftoredbotli 
with monieaand rich goods, hisinfatiatedefireffillthiift- 
ing after more, lie could not forbear enlarging his own 
(hare, though with rheloli of feveral of bis own Crew, 
whobeing big with expeflations of their proportions of 
thtwholeproduft, and being refolved tobemore than 
ordinarily merry alhore, at parting lie gives themalmall 
film of money tothatpurpofe, ana whilft they were in 
the height of their merriment, he with the reft of his 
Country men and principal Confederates make all die Sail- 
they could, leavingtheirFellowsasemptyoftheirhopcs, 
as full of their liquor, aplcalam butnotiumtientreward 
fbrfuch villains. Hence he fleers hiscourfe for Inland, 
and though report gives an accompr of fomefmall depre- 
dations he was guilty of in his way thither, yet I am 
unwilling to trouble the Reader with matters of uncer- 
tainty, his whole life being a feries of continued Vil- 
lainies, of which there are too many and too true ir.— 
fiances. 

Beingtherefbre arrived in IreJaxd, and having dilpo- 
fed of the product of hisill gottmpujehafes as he thought 
molt convenient, aod that he might follow his old trade 
with left liifpicion , he provides liimielf with an old 
Greenland Shallop, and with others of his Crew putting 

'V:-..k\ •- D' '* ' 'T 



*oSca, in Saint George his Channel they meet with a 
Ma&igoShip ofTwentyfourGuns,fraightedby own Mr. 
Fleming and bound for Glafco in Scotland, whom 
they madetowards all they could, and coming up with 
her pretended tbemfelves to be Shipwrackt men, and 
werereadytoitorveforwantof fufrenance, theCaptain 
out ofpitty received them aboard asdiftreffedmen, and 
having plentifully relieved them with all things neccfla- 
ry, little expeftinglb fad aretutn ofhis kindnefs, they 
accordingtotheirwontedcufromfeizedrhe Veflcl, and 
carried her for Galloway in Ireland, wltere they difpo- 
fedof her and her Cargo, and lent the Captain and his 
men in the Greenland Shallop ro the mercy of the Seas, 
whobyGodsprovidencegotthe-Ewgfi/a (hores. 

But nowhisriiany and frequent Piracies having ren- 
drcd him notoriousin thofe Seas,he" thought it moft fife to 
retire him&If for tome time within land, and to. that end 
having provided himletf with Horfes, heafTociateshim- 
felf with a Company of Tories, andaftermany robberies, 
hecouldnot forbearfallingupon theHoufcof one Willi- 
amChamxlly a Quaker, for which fome Monthsafter he 
was apprehended aud committed to Prifon in Dublin, 
where-putting in Bail for his appearance the Term fol^ 
lowing, in the interim he made for England, acquaint- 
ing his Bail that hewasgoncrhither to endeavor to pro- 
cure his pardon, which if he obtained he would then re- 
turn m certain Weeks, othcrwifc he minTfhift for hi ra - 
felf. 

After his privateabodc in England for fome time, he 
went over for Holland, where pryingtoand again for fome 
advantage, andpretending to have'deferted the French 
Service, and that he intended for England, having fe- 
veral aflociates along With him he became acquainted 
C a .with 



w 



with one Simon Harcourt, whowasnkcnonbyoncMr, 
r,j/^«nwrjLTrifi1ic ShjpRebcrt, for MafterotthatShip 
upon a Voyage to 'Ncwcaftlc, with whom confed era ting 
for ttafiirpnze'ofthe Vcflel, they accordingly effeded 
their defign as paiticularly appears by the depofitions 
following. 

Edward Crcfwel of London-derry mahetb Oath, that 
shout the firftdnyo/" July tafi fafi, being aboard the 
Ship, catted tie Robert, ore M: Calhoocc/ojsg 
mrncr, the faid Skip king bound from Amfterdam to 
Newcaftle, one Syraon Harcourt I/eiut- Mafter, did 
" tafy in one Smith, alias Dixon, alios Ciifack, with je- 
icr'al others of the faid CuhcksCompanions, pretend- 
ing tkemfek c> lobe pa/fei/gcrs, and tie faid Shipleing 
at Sea, thk Deponent didofien objine the faid Har- 
COSi-t and Cufack and ll.ic reft of the pretend&l Paf- 
jhigers whiftcring together, which gave this Depo-. 
rent caufe to believe, that the faid Harcourt and Cu- 
lack, and the reft of his pretended Pajfer/gcrs, did 
intend tofirrprize and feizc the faid Ship; foon after 
one efC\i(icksCov/paitioi!s (this Deponent being ,i- 
fieep) came: to him with a Sword drawn in his hand, 
and did awJltc ■ this Deponent ftrifyng him tn : er the 
face Willi the fiat of his Sword, and calling him Dog, 
Swearingfeveral Oaths, tiling the Deponent in a very 
ill manner, and faidthf Ship was their onus, and that 
they fcixedhcr by Yertae of a French Commiffton, and 
afterward cause tip with three Ships, tivoSwcdcs, and 
one Danc,and Kobb'd them, leaving them not fe much 
as ViSnals to maintain them fur Twenty four Hours, 
ha ving taken their Sails, Cables and Anchors, leaving 
the/oto thetritrcy of the Sea, and one Main-Sail; and. 
laving begged on their ltpctt,fer thcJr Fore-Sail, <wd 
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Anchor, in apajjtonthey let theirWater go out of their 
disks which W,H moredear to them thin their P'iUuols, 
he bidding them go, the Devi! would furiiifi them. with 
Suits and Ancljors^ this Deponent hailing htmhly 
begged for a Side of his own C loath, after all being taleu 
from him but his Shirt and his Drawers, Cufack -with 
his Sword drawn caufedkim to leap over board, and if 
the Danes Bi'.it had not been near, (whom the) 'lad 
Robb'd) this Deponent had been drowned $ and this 
Deponemfftrtlcr niakcth Oath that they l«oh_ out of 
the faid Swede Ship,a parcel of Dolhvs to devalue of 
iooo. us this Deponent on Oath believes, withmucb 
other Merchant epeds--, It wot made out upon Oath by 
. tht Mtfier of the faid Swede Ship, before tf.eComXil 
ofElfcnote, that'hcdidtakg out of the faid Ship all the 
Pi&uals and Water, excepting half a Barrel of Water 
-and a little broken Bifquct, and left them but with one 
Sail undone Anchor, and that the faid Ship w,ts left 
to tlx mexcy of the Sea, having fourteen days Sailing 
to Ellenore. 

Jurat, the 22 day of September, 1674. 
coram me, Ma. Bramlton. 

Being pollened of the Veflel, loon after that he fei- 
zed another Ship called the Saint Anne of 500 Tuns, 
bound ieomNorway to London with Timber and Deals, 
chiefly belonging to Captain Slierter ol'Uht Bankrf'de; 
and at the lame time fcized an old Fly-Boat belonging 
to a Dane, which after having plundied and taken a- 
way her Forc-fayl, with one Anchor and a Cable, and 
utterly dilabled her, he put the men into her that be- 
longed to the Saint Anne, and turned her adrift, whom 
it pleated God , after much hazzard and hardthip, to 
lend iafc.afltorenear Tarntojtthi but he immediatly lay- 



led with the Saint Am/era Aberdeen in Scotland, where 
(having difpofed of parcel of her loading by the way) 
he fold her and her remaining lading for betwixt a and 
5 hundred pound,! hough (he was eftecmed worth about 
threethoufandpound:after which hecame tothcThames 
and had the confidence to come to an Anchor betwixt 
the Forts at Grar-cfend, where he continued two nights 
and a day; but not finding him (elf (ecu re there, he re- 
tired to Aer-Road , where he lay nine days befo(eany 
difcovery was made ofhim; but notice being givento 
one Lieutenant Colonel Kennedy, fwhowasthe man that 
took him) by the Owner of the Ship Robert of her fur- 
prize, and-Lientcnant -Colonel Kennedy receiving inti- 
mation of her being at Lee, obtained a Warrant for her 
apprehenfion from the Court of Admiralty, which was 
accordingly executed, as appears by the following De- 
pofition. 

)ames Dalton of Saint Giles in the Fields, in tbcCounty 
c/Middlelex, ntakfth Vatb, tlat he ibis Deponent 
on the twenty forth 0/ Auguft I.iji came to Lee with 
litmetntm Colonel Kcriv.cdy, about ten of theClodt_m 
ike Evening, and the faid Colonel Kennedy then ha- 
ving a Warrant from the ludgt of the Admiralty to 
feiZe 1 Ship called the Robert, this Deponent then 
knowing ber to be a Robber or Pirate, for he failed in 
her when fx belonged to one Mr. Calhoone the right 
Owner, and teat on board her when fie w.is furpnfed 
by Captain Cufacls, alias Smith, alias Dixon, who 
then camt as a Pajfcnger in her from Amfterdam t- 
boit lmelajli about four Leagues from the Fly, the 
Jaid Smith, aliasDhon, alias CufackJIwerf tlx faid 
Wpi and *few hours after cam up with three Ships, 
■viz. tKo Swedes and Dane, and robbed them of 
their 



their Sayls, Anchors, Merchandize, and Pmifiotr, 
leavingnothing but one Say! and Anchor to each,' and 
left them to the mercy of God and tlx Sea, and came 
into Alford Creek, , and fold the Plunder there, I his 
Deponent being then one of the Ships Company-, all 
which this Deponent informed the "jvftice of in the pre- 
fence of the /aid Lieutenant Colonel Kennedy when 
they came to him with the Warrant of Admiralty to 
ferze the faid Ship: and farther, that he rats a uato- 
rions and defptrxte perfon, he cared net what he did. 
And this Deponent too then defired the faid Jujlice t- 
ht very careful of the Prifoiier's which hrlad on jbore 
out of the Ship, for they would aft all violent and de- 
fperate means to carry of the faid Ship, their live* 
being at /laic : and the jatd Jufiice replyed, they were 
aU honefi men, the Ship Jhonld not be taken away, he- 
would ficure it, which he faid in preftnee of Colonel 
Kennedy and one Mr. Dcrmot and others; notwith- 
fianding that the faid fuSfice did fay, that he had a 
fufpichn of them the next Morning after the Ship 

Jurat. 18. dieSepterab. 1674. 

Coram me, Ala. Bramflon. 

The laid Ship-Robber being thus (ecured at Lee, and 
his Sayls brought afhorc, and iecured there alio, Cufacti 
at the lame time being abfcnt upon new defigns for 
more purchafe, but hearing how things- went, makes all 
the hafie he could to Lee, where he and his Comrades . 
partly by force, and.' partly By cor.uivcnce, repoffeft 
themictvcs of Ship and Sayls, and turned rheman afhorc 
that was in pofleffion of her} Colonel Kennedy then 
being with the Judge of the Admiralty for a fporial 



Warrant : which being obraincd, he returned with one 
of his Majeure. T.,,it,, and Mr. Jfnu the Marlhal of 
the Admiralty, who pnrfued the laid Veflcl and found 
her a. Anchor near the E/„-urore warl.rrgfor more of 
their Comrades to eome aboard. When CifiA law the 
Kings T.tbt and Colours, he would have engaged but 
.hismcn would not : he being ontheDeek w.rh aPrftol 
in each hand, fworc Qtd **> tor*» kfmU k faw* 
whichwasrochegreatgrief andloGof many aMcrehanr, 
thathisOath wasnorioonc, kept, and ro rhe good of o- 
thersfo foon, leavinghisShippkntifiillyvidbiaUedwith 
fredl Meats (brhe and his Crew the two NrghB.they 
were gone had Itolen a number of Sheep from ac- 
eordiife to their wonted cuftom, whereof forne killed^ 
fome aSve were found aboard : he was conftrarned wrrh 
therelttofubmi. himfelfaPrifoner and from thence 
was brought and committed to the Mifiulfy in inlt- 
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Exa£t Narrative 

OF THE 

TRYALS 

OF THE 

PYRATS: 

AND 

All the Proceedings at the late Gim/- 

Delivery of the s/dmiralty-, Held in the Old-Bayly, on 
ibxrfday and Saturday, ihe7tli and plh of Jan. 167}. 

WHERE 

Eight Pcrfons were Condemned to dye. FU. 
Capt. George Cufack, aiias"JC Gerrard Stack. 

Dixon, alias Smith. Q/ft*7 ZoveweS. 
Gerrard Conndon. CjSymon Htrtourt. 

IViiliatn Co/lingivood. j\_Miehael Fit&Gerald. 

For taking,and Robbing Two Ships, w, the Robert,r\Z2X 
theF/y: And the iSnfieon th£'Dofger-9<mJt ; With 
(cvcral others. 

.^W many other Circunsfiances there-very Remarkable : The 
like Court having not been held for manyyesrs before. 
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AN EXACT 

NARRATIVE 

OF THE 

Tryals of the Pyrats; 

AND 

All the Proceedings at die Jate Goal- 

De/ivciy of the jf&mirt'.ty • Held in the Old-Baity, 
on Tb:irfdiy, and Saturday, the 7th and 

Slh of Jtruuiy, itf^J, 



CAptaiu George Csfact , fomctjmcs called 
bixoM, and at other times Smith, with fc- 
veral of his Come derates, having been Ue- 
tainedabove Six Months Prifoncrs in the 
M*rp*lfes^ in order to their Tryals: 
Which at lift was appointed to be on TUurfity the 7th 
of JwuM^Inftant, at ^ttpu-HtUm the OLLBtily, as a 
Place muft convenient fortius pitrpofc. But this 
D 1 Captain 
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Captain, being it Items Confcious to his own Merits,", 
and apprehenlive of the Danger; on Mwday before 
jn the Night-time, broke Prilon - Getting firlt down 
a Chimney into a lower Chamber, and then by a 
Rope into a Garden, and ib Cleverly made his Elbapc 
And could not be heard of till this very ThurfeUy, juft 
as the Court was going to fit. 

At which time, Diligent Enquiry having been 
made all wayes,and Rewards promifed for his Dilco- 
veryj News came, That there was notice of him at 
a certain Houle towards the Upper end of Holbourn. 
Where immediately after he was taken in Bed with 
a Woman ; who was brought along with him, forth- 
with to the Old-Btily, and was by fome reported to be 
his Sifter. The other Prilbners were brought over' 
the Water with a ilrong Guard. 

The Court was held by a Special Commiflion of 
Oyer and Terminer , and Goal-Delivery, directed to 
Honourable Perlbns of the Court of Admiralty ; and 
icvcral of his Majcftics Jiiftices of the Courts at SPrft- 
j*w/?(t,&c. A Silver Oar was born before the Judge 
of the Admiralty s And Three Anchors put upon a 
Cloth above the Kings- Arms, over the Bench. 

The Judge after the Commipon read , gave his. 
Charge to the Grand-Inquelr, in an Excellent Ora- 
tion, acquainting them with his Majeftie's Right of 
Sovereignty over the Britijh Seas . even to the very 
Shoars of his Neighbours. That they have alwayes 
been accounted, The Royal Chambers of our Englifli- 
Monarchs: Whole Jurildiclion extends to puniili all 
Outrages, Violences and Offences whatfocver, com- 
mittedrhereupbn, by any perlbns, (whether his Sub- 
jects, or Strangers.) upon Ships, Perfons, or Goods, of 
our owu Nation; or others in Amity with us. Then 



he (hewed the heynoufuefs of the d ime of Pyracy ; 
That it was again!! the Law of Nations., Deft ructivc to 
Commerce: and therefore particularly branded by our 
£nglifh Laws, by being excepted out of the benefit of 
Clergy; allowed in other cafes. Dividing the Of- 
fences he had to give them in Charge, as the jubje&s 
of their Enquiry at this time, into things again ft the. 
Statute Law ; and things contrary tad\e.Laws,QtjIom 
and Ufsges of the jfdmiralty. On each of which, he- 
part icularly enlarged. And amongft other things, 
declared die Ceremony of the tfagg, to be our King's- 
Indubitable Right ; whereby all Ships whatibever, in 
thofeSeas.arc bound toftriketo tholeof hisMije (tie's, 
where ever they meetthem: And that all that refule 
ibtodo, are feverely punilhablc by the Laws of the 
s/dmir*lty,8ic. 

Immediately after this, Six Prifoners were brought 
tOtlieBarr, ■viz, George Gufkck, William Coundon,Ger- 
rsrd Stack, Symon Harcourt, Henry Lovewell, and fVil- 
UamCollingwood; Who were Indicted, For that on the 
Third day of Jttly laft paft, they Pyratically, and Fe- 
lonioullydid fet upon a Ship called Robert, near a 
place called the fly, on the Coafts of Holland. And by 
■mothcT\viAi£tTamt,That they had ^elonwufiy fioli'u fe- 
deral Goods out of another Ship,n>hofc nametotnejuroiirs 
was unknown. To both thefe Indittmcnts they pleaded. 
Not Guilty, But upon the £vide/tce,the Cafe appeared 
tobcinetfeftthus: Cufack,iaA others of his Company, 
having aDefigntoRob this Ship, and undcrftanding. 
the Miller wanted Sca-men, fet Two of their Confe- 
derates to offer theirScrvice to him. Where they were 
entertained, and at laft betrayed the Ship into his 
hands: which he carried it away. 

The Captain at the firft tuok ibuie exceptions to the 
Jury, 
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Jury, not for any prejudice againft any particular 
men of them.; butbecaule they were Citizens , who 
did not (he laid) undcriland Maritime -Afrairs. And 
that it was nceelfary, Sea-Captains, and Mailers of 
Ships mould have been Impannell'd. Upon which oc- 
cafion hecryedout, fVe taUlbeTryed (my lord) bytnen 
of oar ajvn Trade ] Which being under (food in another 
ience, made not only the Audience, but his fellow Pri- 
foncrs to laugh heartilv. But being over-ruled in this, 
he nest infifted on a Cotr.txifiioti from the French King. 
Which was read-, but was tbund tobedirecteiitoan- 
otherperion.- Bur he alledgcd,it. washisKinfmarL.who 
had the Grant of a Cn*mipo» at the feme time, and 
that by miftake the Cwww/iW were changed : and fb 
his Kin (man's CommifTion lent t.i him from Caffttt to 
London^, where he paidaSum of Money for it to the 
French Rcfident : And that he not being able to read 
French, could not perceive the Errour, but acted by it; 
not doubting but that it had been his own. And that 
this Ship the Jtvbert, was never made any free Ship of 
FrtgUnd s but the Owners were Dure h, and lived in 
/lottrrdrnt: and that he hoped the Giurt would allow 
of his <!onimfion. 

The Court told him. The Cnmmifioit was nothing- 
wrrrth. fnrifithadbeendircctedtobim, (as it was 
not) there was yet pnvCT given him. thereby to 
[cnxStttxpf ty'land, us dm proved to be. Bcfidcs, 
rhey «kV ^" durft '"^ r * Comnt^m from any For. 
reign Primsywefth c(.»M,rrr torhe /tie Tretij, tad hit 
Majeure's Proclamation * To which he Rcplyed, That 
his VQumnffitut bore dote lefore that Protttmtiion. And 
befldb «rli&«i, That where.* by the fatdxhntxt he wsf 
charged trith an Offence eitum^red Super altum Marc, 
upm the 90) This Skip wjt taken in one of the Dutch 
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j ff« appertaining to the Jnrifdittiott of the 
' alty. Cut tins die WitnelTes refuted, 
is tal<cn Three Leagues out at Sea,from 

pelted to be aPeribn of a Clear 
underitanding: he pleaded very 
his iite, but the matter was too tout to be 
allit olTwith good words. 

The Court having w ithdrawn about an hour, re- 
turned ro give Judgment. Which was performed in 
moftGrave and Solid Speeches s fetting forth the na- 
ture, and aggravations of their Crimes ; and advigng 
them to. prepare for death ,&c. Captain Cufuk pre- 
sented a Petition ; wherein he begg'd his life very pa- 
thetically Recounting his former"Scr vices % and of- 
feringhimfolftotheServiceol'hisMaieitie'i Gallies.u 
Tangier, till by his future good Demeanour and 
Services, he might walli oft' the Mains of his late ill 
Aftions,&c. Molt of the others prefenred Petitions 
alfo, defiringMercy and Favour of the Court: who 
proceeded rogive Judgment. Which againfl: Captain 
Qtftek, and the Seven others, before mentioned, to be 
Convicted for Pyracv and Robbery, was, Thai they 
fbould be hang A till they were item. ' 
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